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Amended set of claims 



TOs listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application 

1. (currently amended): A method for electronically displaying a target image with an animated 
microstructure. where the target image is made of a succession of target image instances whic^^Ser 
of ' mic^smacture which evolves over time, the method com^lg te 

(a) defining a two-dimensional original image; 

defining a time-dependent geometric aiumation transformation between an original 
rJL°T.T. "''"^ " transformed microstructure space, said transfonnation specifying how 
said embedded microstructure spatially evolves in successively displayed target image insl^ces 
and ' 

(c) rendering from said two-dimensional original image said succession of target image instances 
comprising said embedded microstructure evolving over time. 

^'l^L^'^w!"''''^^ step comprises a mapping of positioils between target image instances and 
posmons withm said ongmal microstructure space according to said time-dependent geometric 
anmiation transformation and a halftoning of said two-dimensional original image, 

TrZ^'^ff^'^u 7'"^"™"*^" ^^^r^^^r^U at least one visual motive element selected from 
the set of text, logo, symbol and omament; 

where visual motive elements represented by said microstructure are evolve spatiallv independently 
«depe«deftt of a content of said two-dimensional original image oontont; 

where the target image instances represent simultaneously at a global image level the original two- 
chmensional miage and at a the microstnichire level A^4«d.peBdent visual motive elements 
represented by said microstructure. ■ elements 

2. (canceled) 

3. (currently amended): The method of claim 1. where only a part of the said two-din..no-nn.) 

a.^^«m«ted microstructure^ 

4. (previously presented): The method of claim 1. where an additional step enables to specify a set of 
basic colors for rendering said target image instances. 

5 (previously presented): The method of claim 4, where said two-dimensional original image is 
halftoned by dithenng at least one of the basic colors with a dither matrix embedding the 
microstructure. ^ 
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8. (canceled). 

9. (canceled). 



11. (canceled) 

12. (canceled) 



13. (previously presented): The method of claim 1 where thf^ emK.HH.^ • 
m„,. flexible by an addWonal »a^i„, ^JTj;.^^.*; 

containing the tarsetimaffe and ;,nA„;rr,o.»^^4.u . _ ^ oeiween a target image space 



containing the target image and an animated dither matrix space. 

14. (canceled) 

15. (canceled) 

16. (canceled) 

17. (canceled) 

18. (canceled) 

19. (canceled) 

20. (canceled) 



21. (canceled) 

22. (canceled). 

23. (canceled) 
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24. (currently amended): A target image displayed on a computer screen by a computing system 
compnsmg a succession of target image instances which differ from each other by an embedded 
microstructure which evolves over time, said computing system running a microstracture image 
rendenng software, said software rendering from an original two-dimensional image said succession 
of target image instances comprising said embedded microstructure evolving over time where said 
rendermg comprises a mapping of positions between target image instances and position within said 
an original microstructure space according to a time-dependent geometric animation transformation 
and comprises a halftoning of said two-dimensional original image; 

where the sai d embedded microstructure represents at least one visual motive element selected from 
«*e a set of text, logo, symbol and ornament; 

where visual motive elements represented by said microstructure are evolve spatially indeiiendentlv 
mdepondont of Ae a content of said two-dimensional original image eoHtest; 

where the target image instances represent simultaneously at a global image level the original two- 
dmaensional image and at the a microstructure level tli e indopcndont said visual motive elements 
represented by said microstructure. 

25. (currently amended): The image of claim 24, where the visibility of the embedded microstructure 
IS tuned by a mask whose values represent relative weights of said original two-dimensinnaT image 
without embedded microstructure and a corresponding image rendered with the embedded 
microstructure. 

26. (currently amended): The image of claim 25, where the mask values evolvmg over time yield 
apparent changes in at least one of the embedded microstructure appearance pnjperties selected from 
fee a set of visibility, position and spatial extension properties. 

27. (currently amended): The image of claim 25, where contributions of said two-dimensinnal 
original image and said image rendered with the embedded microstructure are spatially distributed. 

28. (currently amended): The image of claim 24, where the halftoning operation is performed by a 
dithering method taking as input said two-dimensional original image and producing a dithered 
image, said dithering method being selected from the set of standard dithering and multicolor 
dithering methods. 

Claims 29-33 (canceled). 
34. (currently amended) 

A computing system for electronically displaymg a target image with an embedded microstructure 
evolving over time, said computing system comprising a server computing system located at one 
Ititemet iQcatiQH for rendering said target image from an original image by synthesizing target image 
instances and comprising a client computing system located at aTinther Intemet lnr.atfnn t a^aw^t,^ ^ ^ 
sequence of image instances from the server computing system and displaying said sequence, where a 
time-dependent animation transformation specifies how said embedded microsmicture spatially 
evolves over &e a succession of displayed target image instances, where said embedded 
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35. (original): The computing system of claim ^4 ^v.^^^ 

s<^era.d where the sequence of ima^iL^res^ch^^^^^^ ^'^"^ ' 

a Web page. "^^'"^^ ^ Wed by the client computing system within 

^t™ ■oc..cd«..,.L.^ „'y,.'::! X °o2^„ ^J-^ms^ . s^ver computing 
hlemei -i; 1 ' " , T =''°"1.°7P«"S ''^ ^^^y system located M .r^ „„ 

system as i.^ datej, oH^.t^.T'^* *»"" the server computing 

^me,e«X^reStr!l'"°"L"'?°'*"'^ microstruenue «,oLon 

a ttae-aqxnden, animation transfon„ation\^: Jtag rb."Lt ''T"'" 

evolves over a tb« , . "P'^^^'^^S now said embedded microstructure spatially 

Claims 39-45 (canceled). 
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